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reforms ; the abolition << dentition. 2 caste, the ‘Tum-tratfie; and 
paired crimes—the application of Christian principles to all the relations, du- 
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’ Mrexness witu’Boupness. 
- Kerpyess witi®erproors. 

Trae reformers must, in some good measure, conibine 
these. What is the Theology best adapted to supply such 
varying qualifications ? 

If the radicals sometimes lack'meekness and kindness—if 
the Conservatists shrink from needful boldness of reproof, 


their defects, and settle their disputes on these subjects ? 

1. Boldness—moral reproofs. Every thing in the direc- 
tion of these, is repudiated and condemned by the “ Conser- 
vatists.” With them, it is ah axiom that all severity of re- 
proof—except the reproof of Radical Reformers, is proof | , 
positive of a “bad spirit,” It is.called “denunciation,” 
and all denunciation is denounced by them as decidedly an- 
ti-Christian. ‘To impeach men’s motives is rudeness—to 
charge men with sin is to impeach their motives, hence all 
reproofs of men for their sins are rude, indecorous, ungen- 
tlemanly. It is being “personal” and all “personalities” 
are to be avoided. Instead, therefore, of insisting upon the 
wickedness of slave-holding, and charging guilt upon the 
slave-holder, saying “ Thou art the man ;” it would be bet- 
ter, say the Conservatists, to reason with them very coolly, 
on the comparative losses and profits of free and slave labor. 
Instead of saying that defenders of slavery are wicked, it 
would be better to tell them that they are probably mista- 
ken. Instead of calling pro-slavery politicians corrupt, it 
would be better to say that they are in want of more light. 

It is only needful to analyze and to express clearly and 
fully these objections of Conservatists, in ‘order to show their 
theological origin, basis, and affinities, and to learn from 
what Theological Armory of principles or doctrines they 
are to be vindicated, or on the other hand, to be confronted 
and silenced. 

To say that slave-holders and pro-slavery men, whether 
clergymen or politicians,ought not to be reproved of sin, is to 
say, either that slave-holding is not sinful but innocent, or 


because that practice is pot sinful, or because it is wrong to 
declare the Divine displeasure against sin, and the Divine 
judgment against sinners. And this would be equal to de- 
nying the fact of God’s displeasure against sin, and the doc- 
trine that he has punishments in reserve for transgressors. 
Very manifestly, these objections of the “Conservatists,”’ 
are most pointedly confemned by the Theology that has 
been so much spoken against for its affirming that “God is 
angry with the wicked oxy day,” and that he will “render 


: pearevet doeth « a 


‘Of the known or conceiv- 
able Theologies, those hx give most marked and 
most solemn emphasis te these declarations of.Scripture are 
precisely the ones that, must stand most sternly aloof from 
all such objections, of Conservatists as-those, The ceclesias- 
tical guardians of the venerable old creeds of our fathers, 
who are in the habit of erying out against “ denunciation,” 

“ vitaperation,” and un¢hristian spirit” whenever the terri- 
ble “denunciatiqns” of the Old Testament prophets and of 
Jesus Christ against oppressors are applied tothe worst 
race of oppressors the world ever sai ; and who likewise 
excuge themselves from any eariest efforts for the abolition 
of slavery, lest. they should chance to be found co-operating 
with a few Universalists and horétics, ought to understand 
the position they occupy, and take some consistent and intel- 
ligible stand. They ought to kiiow that so long as they 
maintain religious fellowship with slaye-holders, deny the 
inherent sinfulness of ‘slaveholding, and find’ fault with de- 
nunciations of the divine judgments against the practice, 
they are themselves preaching universal salyation in the 
strongest possible manner, and in the most unscriptural form. 
For consistency’s sake they ought to proclaim themselves 
believers in the salyation of all men, and renounce their Or- 
thodox creed ; or else join with radical abolitionists in call- 
ing slave-holders to immediate and unconditional repent- 
ante, ns ‘their only pe 1 the wrath to 
come. If they cannot do this, they had better quit preach- 
ing altogether, and leave the work to earnest consistent 
men, who know better than to contradict their own 
preaching, and make a mockery of their own professed 
creed. 

On the other hand, the Theology that could be made 
available for a justification of these objections of “Conserva- 
tists” must be the one farthest removed from the Orthodox 
Theology that has been described. It must be a Theology, 
if there be any such, which denies that there is any Divine 
anger against the wicked,—or any Divine judgments against 
them, to be feared. For if there be any such judgment, it 
must be a solemn duty to proclaim the fact to slaveholders 
and their defenders, as well as to other sinners, that they 
may repent and escape the danger. 


Such a Theology must go farther, and ignore all moral 
guilt, properly so called, and put the ideas of ignorance, 
and of misfortune in its stead. What the old, rigid Theolo- 
gies describe as sins, deserving punishment, requiring god- 
ly sorrow, repentance, and self-abasement, it must regard 
as mere blunders, inadvertancies, unsuccessful though hon- 





that sin is not to be reproved. 

If it be evidence of a bad spirit to reprove slave-holders | 
and pro-slavery men, then it is evidence of a bad spirit to 
Teprove any other sinners, or to exhort them to repentance, 


the greatest amount of good. 


| transgression, like these, we have sometimes seen, * and 


could we but receive them as sound Theology or Philoso- 
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But we must look at the other needful qualifications of 
reformers. 

2. Meekness—kindness, in the bold reproof of transgression. 
That the boldness of Reformers should not degenerate into 
self-righteous arrogance—that even their severe reproofs 
should spring from benevolence toward transgressors, and 
should be tempered with kindness, there are none, we pre- 
sume, who will deny. The question, here, is, which of 
the rival Theologies is best adapted to supply Reformers 
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The Theology that “concludes all Pu sin”—not ex- 
cepting the Reformer himself—that teaches | to him, as a 
transgressor, the same leéson of mga ito to 
others—the Theology that by insisting that at offend- 
eth in one point is guilty of all” reminds. h that slave- 
holders and their abettors are not the only sinners needing 
repentance, and that he himself, however zealous a reform- 
er, may need in many things to be reformed—a Theology 
that by teaching that “One died for all,” constrains him to 
conclude that “then were all’ spiritually “dead” —a Theolo- 
gy that admonishes the purest saint, the noblest philanthro- 
pist, the most successful reformer, the most. glorious vers 
tyr, to think of himself as of a “brand See 
burning”—“a sinner saved by, grace” such a T ieee we 
say, whatever else may be said of it, should h we ih credit 
of giviag no countenance to Pharisaical pride, or to unpity- 
ing, unbenevolent hatred, in Reformerg—nay, rather, of sup- 
plying the most effectual correctives of those defects. 

If there be Theologies of an opposite tendency, they must 
be such as present opposite views. They must foster high 
conceptions of human merit, and exclude self-abasing views, 
arising from consciousness of great defects, and of remain- 
ing moral imperfections. A Theology would be of this 


‘tendency that should set its disciple to estimate complacent- 


ly his own good deeds, with an expectation of finding them 


to overbalance his evil deeds, o affording a surplusage. of 


merit to be placed to his credit, in liquidation of the minor 
faults of which he might be still conscious. A Theology 
that sees no need of Regeneration, nor of a propitiatory 
sacrifice for sin, might, naturally enough, furnish a soil for 
the culture of such ideas. 





* Vide Writings of Rey. Theodore Parker. 
ee ee 
For ‘‘The Principia.’’ 


REVIEW OF THE LATE MEETING OF THE AMER- 
ICAN BOARD. 
BY REV. HENRY T. CHEEVER. 


{It is proper to state that these letters were written and laid aside, by the 
writer, several weeks, in the hope, that some other hand would call the atten- 
tion of the Board and of the churches to the matters herein treated. But as 
nothing !n the shape of a review, has yet appeared, and the published report 
of the Prudential Committee throws no more light upon the subject than was 
elicited in the debate at Philadelphia, the author feels bound to give the mat> 
ter to the world. It would have gone before the churches ere this, as intend 
ed, had any of the religious papers to which it was offered been willing to 
publish it To the christian courtesy of the Editor of The Principia the author 
has now to be indebted for its publication. } 


Td Rev. Dr. Anperson, Senior Secretary of the A. B. C. 
F. M. 


Venerated and Dear Brother.—I am moved to address 


est endeavors to do right, the mere stumbles and falls of in. | you, through the Religious Press, upon the doings of the 
fant human nature,in its inexperience of what will produce | late meeting of the American Board in Philadelphia. 
Representations of human I do so because of my very deep interest, with you, in 


And 


the continued prosperity of the honored Missionary Agen- 
cy, which we beth love, and to the service and administra- 


unless it can be shown, that slave-holding i is not sinful, phy, we might conceive that the Conservatists are correct | tion of which the most of your manhood has been devoted. 


which would be proving that there is no sin in the world. 
If impeachment of motives be rude and ungentlemanly— 
if personalities are always to be avoided, then ministers of 
the Gospel ought never to-charge guilt upon impenitent sin- 
ners, nor call upon them to repent of their sins. 
If it be wrong to deelare the Divine displeasure and the 
Divine judgments against slaveholding it must be, either 





‘in urging these objections against the Radical reformers, | 


The difference of age and experience on your side, and the 


How Reformers with such a Theology, can be consistent | personal relations of kindness and confidence that have 


Radieals—if such there are—is a question for themselves | e 
| servation through one of the most important missionary 


to answer. And how Conservatists who denounce Radi. | 


xisted between us, ever since my return from a tour of ob- 


cals for their denunciations, and condemn them for con- | | fields under your care, should cause me to remember the 
demning slaveholders, can bold on to their Orthodox creeds, | injunction to Timothy, to intreat an elder as a father. 


is a problem for themselves to explain. 
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I went, as probably many others did, to the late meeting 






































































84 


THE PRINCIPIA. 








SS 


SSS ee 














of the Board, expecting that the subject of Slavery would 
come up early in the meeting, in oggmeetion with the Re- 
port of the Choctaw Mission. Haying been present at the 
meeting in Hartford in 1854, when the Great Letter_of ad- 
vice and instruction to that Mission,—first issued in 1848, 

—was adopted by the Board ; and having seen the sifigere 

anti-slavery temper which prevailed there, over the timid 

counsels of not a few conservative brethren; and honestly 

thinking that there had been progress in the Buard since 

then, forward rather than backward, upon the subject of 
Slavory, I confess myself to have been hopeful that this 

Board, if it should seem best on.the whole to relinquish so 

long-standing and favorite a mission, would do so with the 

frank acknowledgement that this step had become neces- 

sary, on account of the continued existence in that Mission, 

or in those missionary churches, of the system and practice 

of chattel slavery, which is contrary to the glorious gospel 

of the blessed God, which is committed to our trust as a 

Beard of Missions. 

I hoped that the Prudential Committee, or yourself and 
associate Secretaries. would be ready with a paper to read 
before the Board, that, from its explicit statement of the 
matter at issue with the Choctaw Mission; and from the 
continued maintenance of slavery there, notwithstanding 
the instructions, which (in the view of many), while not so 
definite as they desired, still contemplated and aimed at its 
termination ; and from your own recommendation that on 
this account the mission be discontinued, or carried on by 
the appointment of other missionaries who would faithfully | 
carry out the principles laid down by the Board,—sbould 
appear to the churches and to all the world, as the honest 
anti-slavery testimony of the American Bard, or its decla- 
ration against the system and practice of slavery. The 
alleged complicity of this Board with slavery, so far as the 
Choctaw Mission is concerned, would thus have ceased, and 
the oft reiterated assertion of its pro-slavery attitude could 
then have been confuted by an appeal to facts and docu- 
ments. 

But instead of such a paper and such recommendations 
from the Prudential committee or secretaries,—while the 
facts have been elicited in the debate, that the Choctaw 
Mission has been in a state of insubordination to the Board 
for the space of nearly five years; that their position has 
been “ insolent,” and that six of the missionaries there have 
positively refused, over their own signatures, to act upon 
the Great Letter, and have even demanded the withdrawal, 
by the Prudential committee, of that letter, and of all their 
past action on the subject of slavery, as the condition of 
their continuance at all, in the service of the Board; and 
that they have even taken it upon them to withhold a for- 
mal communication addressed by the Board to the Choctaw 
government—while these facts have been brought out in 
the debate, we find this statement only in the committe’s 
abstract of the fiftieth annual report: “ An opinion having 
been expressed at Detroit in favor of the Board’s relinquish- 
ing its operations in the Indian Territory, a correspondence 
has been had on the subject. The result is, that this mis- 
sion has been discontinued.” 

When the matter was up for discussion before the Board, 
your statements were, (as reported in the New York Ob- 
server, and as I understand you to say and to mean) that 
there were found to be unconquerable difficulties in the way 
of going on with the mission ; that positive instructions 
given to the missionaries had been disregarded ; and that 
most of the Prudential committee believed it was not possi- 
ble to carry on that mission any longer; and believing the 
mission could get along without us, the Prudential comntit- 
tec voted to discontinue. 

: Now I respectfully submit, that in view of the plain 
showing of the Prudential committee, its secretaries, and all 
its warmest friends, and with the statement before the 
Board that has been kept back in regard to the case, had 
been reserved out of a kind consideration to the mission- 
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aries themselyes—there is made out one of the clearest | 
cases possible in which the honor of the Board and its future 
successful conduct and control of missions plainly demand- 


them in regard to a system which the Board has declared | 
contrary to the principles of the gospel, that they shall 
abandon it.* 

To say this distinctly would have been frank, honest, and 
Ktisfactory. And it would have been virtual, if not abso- | 
lute acknowledgement by the Board, that the continued | 
practice of slave-holding, after instruction given in regard | 
to it by our missionaries, should be made a bar to admis- 
sion into our missionary churches, it would have confirmed | 
and authorized the charitable anti-slavery construction of | 
previous documents, adopted by the Board on this subject; | 
and it would have been an explicit and cheap testimony 
against slavery on the part of the Board, that could be read 
and referred to. And while it might not have convinced 
all, of the propriety of dropping the mission, rather than 
of attempting still to carry it on by the appointment of 
other missionaries who would obey instructions, it would 
have put it out of the power of persons to argue any longer 
the pro-slavery attitude of this Board from its relations and 
dealings with the slave-holding Choctaws. 

Thus it would have relieved this Body of the heavy op- 
probrium that now weiglis upon it, of complicity with slav- 
ery, in that direction ; and it would have allowed christian 
abolitionists, with a good conscience before God, still to 
labor with this beloved association in the work of propogat- 
ing the gospel in foreign parts, and to give frecly of their 
substance to it, as a virtual anti-slavery agency, pledged to 
utter the law and the gospel specifically against all forms 
of sin. 

As the case now stands, the Board has dropped the Choc- 
taw mission, really on account of slavery there, because it 
could not hold it longer with its slavery and hold the affec- 
tions and pockets of a large part of its constituency. But at the 
same time it has refused to entertain the amendment offered 
in connection with the report on that mission, viz., “that in 
the opinion of this Board the holding of slaves should be 
pronounced an immorality inconsistent with the member- 
ship in any christian church, and that it should be required 
that missionary churches immediately put away from them 
this sin, and cease to sanction it even in appearance.” 

The American Board is therefore left exactly in the atti- | 
tude towards slavery, which was pilloried long ago by the 
satirist, for the contempt of mankind in all time. 

“ Willing to wound, and yet afraid to strike ; 
Just hints a fault, and hesitates dislike.” 

It does not satisfy the increasing number of advocates of 
slavery as being bonum in se. Neither does it satisfy the 
only logical opponents of slavery as malum in se. It is an 
added instance (alas that it should be so ;) in the annals of 
a great institution of benevolence, of what Burke called in 
his day, “the timid prudence with which a tame circum- 
spection so frequently enervates the works of beneficence, 
of all things afraid of being too much in the right.” 

It is an attempt to take a middle ground, and to avoid, by 





this Body, a distinct pronunciation upon a great moral ques- 
tion which is agitating all christendom, and which divine 





* The Great Letter addressed to the missionaries in 1848, aud adopted by 
the Board in 1854, says that slavery is opposed to the principles of 
tho gospe!, and that where there are slave-holding converts, it is the duties of 
the missionaries to inquire into their views on the subject of slavery, and to 
instruct them in regard to a system which the Board has deciared contrary to 
the principles of the Gospel. 

A resolution was passed by the Board at Hartiord, the same year, 1854, as | 





follows : 
** Resolved. That the Board acknowledge with gratitude to God, the wisdom. | 

and fidelity with which, so far as appears from the documents submitted lo them, 

the Prudential committee are advising and directing the missionaries among 


the Choctaws, in conformity with the princip'es asserted by them in their cor- | 
respondence with these missious, reported to the Board in 1848. 
The fact has now been revealed, at the late mectivog of the Board, that for | 


the space of eleven years the missionaries to the Choctaws and Chreokees | 
have been practically and positwelg refusing to act in respect to slavery upon the | 
principles laid down by the Board, aud according to what the Board suppo-ed 
to be the advice and direction of Mic Prudential committee. Is there no no- | 
tice to be taken of this delinquency ” i 

I have it ou the best authority, and am ready to prove it by a missionary | 
teacher among the Choctaws, that a slave-holdivg convert came to Rev. Mr. | 
Kingsbury, while he, the teacher was in that mission, and said to him that he 
felt the inconsistency between holding slaves and being a christian and belong: | 
ing to the church, and asked what he should do?’ This venerable missionary’ 


providence is thrusting more and more impressively upon the 
attention of the churches. From the nature of things, there- 
fore, and by the irresistible pressure of moral laws, it can. 
not be eonelusiye or permanent. 

Although it is not likely that the great Head of the Church 
will evergive this Board such another opportunity of dealing 
with slavéry,as has been lately offered in Philadelphia,“when 
in his own good providence he lay this giant sin on his own 
altar before them, and gave them the sword of the spirit to 
plunge into its heart,” yet, let off now without judgment, 
the question cannot be kept from recurring as the troubles 
of Israel. It will still confront the Board in positions and 
attitudes not before thought of, disastrous to.its prosperity. 
It is an ordinance of God, that neglected duties reappear, 
They bring back, not indeed the first favorable juncture for 
their performance ; but they haunt the memory with a 
mournful consciousness of the delinquency. 

The American Board, in the deliberate judgment of some 
of its best friends, has been guilty of a great delinquency. 
Brought, as it has been, face to face, with the greatiniquity 
of slave-holding, this venerable representative Board, stand- 
ing for and expressing moze than-any ether body, the chris- 
tianity of the North, has failed to rebuke it, and has refused, 
with the eye of the nation upon it, and at the most solemn 
crises of our national history yet reached, to stand up for 
Jesus in the person of the dumb and downtrodden slave. 

First, the Board ignored slavery as long as it could. 
Next, it used coaxing and compromising, and doctoring the 
system of slavery, instead of swiftly dealing with the sinful 
act of slave holding, by the warrant of God’s word. Final- 
ly, when the iniquity has proved too strong for such tem- 
porizing, and its continued existence has rendered necessary 
the abandonment of a favorite mission, and God himself 
has brought it signally in review before the Board to be 
pronounced upon, at a time when all the country would lis- 
ten and respect the judgment ; it is voiceless and dumb. 

Advanced to a providential post of observation—with s 
history of fifty years behind it, and a grand out-look upon 
the future—seen of many, and able thereby to direct and 
control public opinion, as probably no other religious body 
in the country could—and the law and the gospel of God 
which is committed to its trust declaring clearly as the sen- 
tence of the Almighty. He that stealeth a man, and selleth 
him, or if he be found in his hands, shall be surely put to 
death. Thou shalt in any wist rebuke thy neighbor and not 
suffer sin upon him. 

“ Favored of Heaven sahighly” 

this grave and august body deliberately refuse to express 
an opinion that the holding of slaves (the only point at 
which slavery becomes a voluntary and personal act charge- 
able with guilt) should be pronounced an immorality incon- 
sistent with membership in a christian church, and that it 
should be required of missionary churches to put away 
from themselves this sin. 

How solemn the moments in the history of this Board, 
when on Thursday night, Oct. 8th, 1859, it reached such a 
decision! T'o him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, 
to him it is sin: Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of these 
my brethren, ye did it not unto me. If the spirit of the de- 
parted still watch the progress of the militant church, with 
what mournful interest must the revered Evarts, whose 
moral nature eyer rose in resistance to wrong, and whose 
career as secretary of this Board was a continued and posi- 
tive protest against all the forms of evil which the mission- 
ary cause encountered—with what a mournful interest must 
he have surveyed it! 

Other proceedings of the late meeting I purpose to re 
view in another letter. ; 

Your christian friend and co-worker in the cause of mis 
sions. 

Henry F. Cueever. 

Jewitt City, Ct., Oct. 14th, 1859. 


i —— 





| THE ATTACK ON THE CHURCH OF THE PURITANS 


AND ITS PASTOR, IN THE INDEPENDENT. 
The following Letter, received in this city, from a gentle 


e,° es ° aS 2 Se y the she: » be j od faith ins “ti -e@ | r ° ° ° ° . 
ed that an admonition should be administered to its recus- | tT *urPeed By the Churches to be in good faith instructing the converts | man at the West, has been communicated for publication in 


ant missionaries ; and that the churches which support this | 


in regard toa system whick the Board had declared contrary to the princi- | 
ples of the Gospel, so that they should abandon it, immediately handed the | 


the “Principia.” The writer may be assured that our little 


Board, and all the world, should be distinctly informed, on | conscience smitten convert a tract cntitled, “an argument for the divine | sheet will do what it can to assist such bold and uncompre 


authority, that it has become necessary to abandon this mis- 
sion only on the account of slavery, because where there are 
slave-holding converts, the missionaries will not so instruct 





| right of slavery.”? Agaia I ask, is such a method of carrying out the princi- | 


ples of the Board on the subject of slavery to be passed by in silence? and its | 
author peosioned for life, out of the contiidutions of the churches, for such | 


pro-slavery services f 





mising champions of freedem as Dr. Cheever and the Church 
that sustains him, giving the trumpet no uncertain sound ia 
this day of conflict. 
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LETTER 

My dear Sir :—I have long been an admirer of Dr. Chee- 
ver’s bold and effective course on the subject of our great 
National sin. I have long been a reader of the Independent, 
and I cannot express my astonishment, on reading the arti- 
cle to which he has replied in the issue of the 24th inst. 
What in the world can this mean? said I. Is it not enough 
that the tried champion of the truth has all the artillery and 
small arms of hell blazing around him ; put must the amal- 
gamationist of the South, and has servile tools at the North, 
have the satisfaction of seeing him receive a threst in the 
house of his friends ? 

I have heard of soldiers who shot down their leaders in 
the hour of battle, but I did not expect to see such a thing 
in this great moral battle between Slavery and every good 
motive that can actuate a good human heart. It shook my 
faith—not in truth ; not in the good of which human nature 
is sueceptible ; much less in the subject of attack, but in the 
integrity of his accuser. It broughtto my mind also, a lit- 
tle history of the past, and suggested what might be a chap- 
ter in the history of the future. That of the past, to which 
I allude, if I am not mistaken, is briefly this: 

There was published in New York, when we were boys, 
an “OBserver,” a very orthodox and very conservative re- 
ligious journal. But on one great sin, it was a little more than 
a “dumb dog,” whose teeth the sinner feared not. It be- 
lieved that men should “ conquer their prejudices” against 
some sins ; and finally, its fogyism became such, that instead 
of leading the Sacramental Host, the soldiers of the truth 
were everywhere in advance, and complaining that the trum- 
pet ef the Lord was far in the rear, playing psalm tunes to 
the sick and sleepy who could not keep up with the army’s 
onward march. 

Another organ of the Church was the result. Now, 
“ EVANGELIST,” waves its banner in the front rank, and 
brave men followed its outspoken"voice. But even this, af- 
ter a time, began to confer with flesh and blood, and blow 
with an uncertain sound. Brave to a fault, as against some 
points of the enemy’s fortress—it could lead the way against 
tobacco bastion, and dancing rampart; but when the bat- 
tering rams were brought to bear against the prison where 
the enemy kept three millions of helpless prisoner’s con- 
fined, it cried: “Gently, friends! Bring up the engine ; 
but very gently! Put a bale of cotton on the beam! Gent- 
ly, gently! You will injure both prisoner and master !” 
And when the demon legions of Slavery made a sortie, 
armed with fugitive laws, or broken compacts, Evangelist 
blew in a whisper, or tamely skulked. 

So when Observer was left.so far behind as to be wn-ob- 
served, except when apologizing for the enemy, and Evan- 
gelist ceased to proclaim aloud, glad tidings of deliverance 
to those that are bound, another herald came forth, and 
with a cheering flourish of trumpets, the Independant led 
the van. For years we have listened to its clarion tones— 
for years we have been inspired by its valient appeals. 

Such is history past—what for the futnre ? 

Do we see signs that this organ of the truth is, ere long‘ 
to share the same superanuation as its predecessors? Is it 
true, that no religious journal can keep up with the advance 
of the age and the Church, but standing still in its track-- 
must one after another, be left like mile posts of the past, to 
mark the progress of humanity ? 

It is a fearful sign, when we see the youngest and bravest 
copying the sentiments, and hear it playing the tunes of the 
enemy. How must it rejoice the heart of Slavery, to see it 
point a sbaft at Dr. Cheever, against whom she has turned 
all her own batteries in vain! Scarcely more rejoiced 


would the foul spirit be, to see the editors of the Independ- | 


ant do her work, with the Observer, of spearing “old John 
Brown” as he hangs on the gallows ! 

If this is the beginning of the end, we have but to await 
the event. A little more, a little longer, and it will come. 
Let professed friends, and more honest enemies, combine 
to drive Dr. Cheever from his pulpit, and their triumph will 
be like that of the rumsellers of Salem, on a memorable oc- 
casion—conscious defeat. Letit be told that Dr. Cheever 
is to have a new paper, that shall speak his views, and 
twenty thousand swords, no, dollars, shall leap from men’s 
pockets in the North and West, to sustain it. 

In behalf of truth and freedom, 
Fraternally yours, 
* * * * 


Condition of the Colored People of Canada, 
To the Editor of the N. Y. Tribune. 
Sm: Isend you the following letter, because it is highly 
honorable to the colored race, and contains interesting state- 
ments concerning their condition in Canada. L. M. C. 


Lerrer To L. Marta Cuttp. 
Snicozr, County of Norfolk, Canada West, Nov. 28, 1859. 

Dear and self-sacrificing friend of the trembling and bleeding 
slave! Having noticed, in one of our Canadian newspapers, 
yonr humane offer to go and nurse that brave and eccentric 
hero of liberty, Capt. John Brown, in his wounded and trying 
state, and having read his letter to you, requesting your aid. in 
getting up a fund for the support of his afflicted family, I beg 
to state that there are but few colored persons in Canada who 
would not give something for such a noble and praiseworthy 
object. 

Of course, I am well aware that in the United States thtre is 
a sufficient number of generous and great souls, who will most 
cheerfully create a fund, ample enough to meet all the necessi- 
ties of those unfortunate widows and orphans. Still, the color- 
ed people ofCanada would, if acceptable, most gladly assist in 
an enterprise so grand and magnanimous. You may doubt 
their ability to aid materially in such a matter, as it is often 
represented in the States that a great many of the colored peo- 
ple here are in a starving condition. But the fact is, there are 
|® great many colored people in Canada, and among them are 
some lazy wretches, who will always be poor. If the wealth of 
the Rothschilds were given them, they would waste it and be- 
come paupers again. Such are to be found all over the world, 
and among all races. But this matter has been greatly magni- 
fied in accounts of the colored people here, because a number of 
lazy rascals go through the States pretending to beg money for 
| the starving fugitives, when their real object is to get money 
| for themselves, to enable them to return to Canada, and have 
enough to obtain the necessaries of life, and even to keep up a 
certain degree,of grandeur, while they live in idleness. Some 
of them, apparently sensible men, leave here for months, and 
we know nothing of their whereabouts, until all at once they re- 
turn, seemingly with plenty of money; then we sometimes 
hear accidentally of their begging tours in the United States 

Such a course has always been condemned by all the intelli- 
gent colored citizens of Canada. If any such scamps visit your 
locality, have no confidence in them ; for Canada is an enlight- 
ened and generous country, with many a just and noble heart. 
Our counties, towns, and cities, provide for all who are unable 
to sustain themselves, and those who are industrious are mak- 
ing a decent living. Many are even getting well to do in the 
world. 

I simply mention this to show that, so far from being in a 
starving state, we are able and willing to help in any great 
and glorious enterprise, especially when the destiny of our own 
race is connected with it. The contribution of each individual 
will necessarily be small ; but when nearly every one of fifty or 
sixty thousand people gives a ‘‘ mite,’’ it may be no small coni 
sideration. Should this meet your approbation, please reply 
immediately. 

Yours, very respectfully. 





H C. JACKSON, 
a ee 
From the N. Y. Times. 
Letter from John E. Cook. ; 

The following letter, recived from John E, Cook by his 
mother-in-law, residing in Williamsburgh, N. Y., has been 
handed to us for publication : 

; CHARLESTOWN Jatt, (Va.,) Nov. 6, 1859, 

| My Ever Dear Wire anp Son: A dungeon bar con- 
| fines me, a prisoner’s cell ismine. Yet there are no bars to 
| confine the immortal mind, and no cell that can shut up the 
| gushing fountain of undying love. Distance cannot part 

the twining tendrils of affection, nor can Time sever the gol- 
den links of that eternal chain which binds my throbbing 
heart to my life’s partner and my child. 

The love I cherished for you in my hours of freedom, has 
grown deeper and stronger while gazing through my prison 
bars. Alone, within my cell, my heart is ever turning to 
the fond memories of its loved ones ; recalling, from mem- 
ory’s history of life all the dear words, the loving acts, and 
kindly smiles of those whose deep affection here has strewn 
the buds of hope and promise all along the pathway of my 
life. 

And bright upon my memory now are their loved faces 
beaming. But oh! amid them all, thine own is beaming 
brightest, with our dear child in your arms. Words have 
no power to tell the strength and depth of that love I bear 
for my boy and thee. Nor have they power to tell my deep 








regret for every harsh or ungentle word I ever gave to thee. 
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And the memory ofevery unkind gct, like Banquo’s Ghost, 
is with me now, to tell me of the wrong. But oh! for every 
unkind act and each ungentle word, I humbly ask for- 
giveness. And I feel and know thy deep devotion and thy 
love will pardon all. Forgive my errors—all my faults 
forgive, and love ime still, although I wear a prisoner’s 
chatns. 

You know that in the scheme which has resulted in the 
death of most of my companions, and which has made me a 
prisoner, that I was actuated only by the tenderest feelings 
of sympathy and humanity. I had been led to believe, as 
had my comrades, that it was the daily prayer and the life 
wish of the masses of the slaves for freedom. That 
they were gyoaning beneath the yoke of oppression, 
with no hand to aid them, or point them to the light of free- 
dom. I knew how dear my own freedom was to me ; and 
every sympathy of my heart was aroused for them. Ithad 
been represented to me and my comrades that when once 
the Banner of Freedom should be raised, they would flock 
to it by thousands ; and that their echoing shout of Free- 
dom, would be borne by the breeze to our most Southéfn 
shore, to tell of freedom there. I gave heart and hand to a 
work which I deemed a noble and a holy cause. The re- 
sult has proved that we were deceived ; that the masses of 
the slaves did not wish for freedom. There was no rallying 
beneath our banner. * We were left to meet the conflict 
all alone, to dare, and do, and die. Twelve of my com- 
rades are sleeping now, with the damp mould over them and 
five are inmates of these prison walls. We have been de- 
ceived, but found out our error when too late. Those who 
are dead, died like brave men, though mistaken. Those 
who still live, will not shame, I trust, their comrades who 
are gone. If they, too, must die, I hope they will meet it 
in a way that will prove them worthy of a better fate. Let 
not the world judge them too harshly for whatever wrong 
they have done, for they but erred upon the side:of sympa- 
thy and love. It was an error of their judgmont, not of 
their hearts. Braver men never lived ; truer ones to their 
plighted word never were banded together. Let the veil of 
charity be dropped over their errors. Remember them only 
for their Spartan courage, and their fidelity to their leader: 

What may be my fate I know pot, but whatever it may 
be, I trust that I may meet it as a brave yman should—un- 
flinchingly. There is but one thing that makes me waver, 
and that is the remembrance of the ties that bind me. The 
thoughts of my wife and child, of my father and mother, 
brothers and sisters.’ Did not these ties exist, I could meet 
my doom, whatever it might be, without a murmur. But, 
oh! when I think of you and my child, my poor heart is 
wrung with agony.. I have no words to tell my feelings 
when I think of the terrible grief that this has brought on 
all who have loved me so fondly and so well. Thoughts 
like these crush down the spirit that would sternly meet 
whatever doom might be in store for me, without a murmur 
ora word. It isa fearful struggle of despair and hope. 
Were I alone in the world, with none to whom this blow 
would be a thunder-stroke of agony, I could meet it calmly, 
and my soul, with no sin of intention upon its robes, could 
gaze unmoved upon the scaffold or the tomb. 

The Wrong I have done has not been one of intention. In 
this work, no man’s blood rests upon my hands. I had no 
part in the death of those who were killed at the Ferry. 
My orders were to remove the arms from Capt. Brown’s 
house to the school-house, and to guard them there. I 
obeyed orders, to the very letter. I was anxious to know 
what was the cause of the firing at the Ferry, and as quick 
as I could go, without violating the orders I had received, 
I hurried on to learn. I found my brave comrades sur- 
rounded—saw them fired upon, from every side. I con- 
trived to draw the fire of a part of their opponents up- 
on myself, and succeeded. I tried my best to discover some 
means to save them, but I could not. I left them with a 


heavy heart. It was the saddest day of my life. Those 
who fell there were more ‘than comrades—they were broth- 
s . 

Whatever may be my fate, I trust that you will bear it 
with fortitude and submission. We all must die, and a 
brave man dies but once. Should such be my’ fate, then 
you must be for my child its guard and guide. Teach him 
to love the memory of his father. Teach him: to love and 
worship God. Joun E. Cook. 


* The reason probably was, that the slaves being uninformed, unarmed or 
saspicious, did not (except a very few of them) think it prudeut to make the 
attempt, by joining so smal! a band of adventurers.—Eprror Priscipta, | 
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THE WEAKNESS AND THE POWER OF SLAVERY. 

Of all the existing paradoxes of this paradoxical world, 
there is, perhaps, none more remarkable than that of the 
inherent weakness, and yet the abnormal power of the 
slave system, and of the slave-holding oligarchy of this 
country. The events of the past few weeks, and the pres- 
ent condition of the nation in consequence, present striking 
illustrations of this paradox. 

About seventeen white men, and five colored men, more 
or less, take possession of Harper’s Ferry, and of the United 
States Arsenal at that place ; and the people of the village 
and vicinity are incompetent to dislodge them. The Gov- 
ernor of the State, and the President of the United States, 
are forthwith invoked for the purpose. The State forces 
arrive on the spot, and wait for the arrival of the Federal 
troops, by whom, with much ado, the invaders are dis- 
lodged, while the military of Virginia look on, and witness 
the scene. The surviving invaders are imprisoned, and 
measures taken for their summary trial and condemnation, 
both of which are accomplished with remarkable celerity, 
and preparations made for the execution of the offenders. 
A most terrible panic, in the meantime, seizes not only the 
village, the vicinity, and all parts of the State, but every 
Slave State in the Union. Not a family, not a neighbor- 
hood, that is not in a feverish state of alarm and excitement. 
Rumors of insurrections, apprehensions of invasions, wheth- 
er well-founded or ill-founded, alters not the proof of the 
inherent and incurable weakness and insecurity of society, 
orgavized upon a slaveholding basis. Had the same, or 
any other twenty-two men undertaken to possess themselves 
forcibly, of a Northern village, or of a Federal arsenal 
therein situated, no such enterprise could have succeeded ; 
or if by accident successful, the villagers would have ejected 
them at once, without invoking either State or National 
authorities, without seeking help from any other County, 
or from other parts of the same County. ‘The trial, convic- 
tion, and execution, if so decreed, of the “insurgents,” 
would have required the presence of no military force. 
There would have been no panic, no rumors of insurrection, 
no apprehensions uf invasions. After the first few hours, 
there would have been no unusual exeitement, even in the 
village and vicinity. Neither the State nor the National 
Government would have found occasion to occupy an hour’s 
attention, or to expend a dollar’s appropriation on account | 
of the occurrence. Neither in the State Legislature nor in 
Congress, would a single half-day have been wasted in 
talking about it; no allusion to it would be expected, in 
the President’s Message, no political party could have made 
capital out of it; no platform projected in reference to it, 
no threats made of dissolving the Union, no Union-saving 
meetings held, or bombastic orations made to prevent the 
apprehended catastrophe. 

The contrast is as undeniable as it is striking. And every 
item of it attests the inherent weakness of the Slave sys- 
tem; the defencelessness, insecurity, and dependence of 
the Slaveholders. If the system were not rotten to the core, 
and tottering to its fall, it could not have been thus shaken 
by twenty-two men. If the Slaveholders were not helpless 
as infants, the nation would not reverberate with their 
shriekings. If they could defend themselves, the national 
Government would not be called upon to defend them: the 
President would not be expected to devise or recommend 








means for their defence, nor would the Senate and House 
of Representatives be hindered from their proper business, | 
by cross-questionings to find out whether the people of the | 
North intend to defend them. 

Such, manifestly, are the indications of inherent weakness, | 
in the Slavery system, and the oligarchy of slaveholders. 
Have they then, no power ? Certainly they have. They have | 


power to command the national Administration, and to wield | 
it, at pleasure, power to control both Houses of Congress, | 


power to dictate to the ruling political party, power to | very cannot afford to allow the election of a Speaker of the | 


overawe its aspiring rival, and draw from its leaders any de- 


sired amount of apologetical disclaimers,of pledges for them- | Republican candidate and his supporters shall have been | 
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States wherein it already exists.” They have power to in- 
cite “ Union-saving ” meetings of interested politicians and 
venal merchants, power to dictate to ecclesiastical bodies, 
power to control pulpits, presses, Colleges, Theological Sem- 
inaries, and Missionary and Tract Societies. This power 
may have passed its meridian and become comparatively 
feeble. It is living and operating, nevertheless. 

Now what is it—what can it be, that gives power to that 
which is, inherently, so exceedingly weak and feeble? What 
is the nature of the power that thus dwells in the midst of 
such inherent feebleness? And what are the prospects of 
its long continued existence and sway ? 

The power of slavery, very manifestly lies ln the presence 
of false notions, absnrd and preposterous ideas, selfish and 
sinister aims. Such power is at war with the controlling 
forces of the Universe, with the designs of the Creator, with 
the highest interests, aspirations and essential rights of hu- 
man nature. Of course it is abnormal and transient, 
doomed to decay. 

The power of slavery lies in the ignorance, the degrada- 
tion, the servility of the slaves, and of the non-slave holding 
whites and blacks of the South, and of the corresponding 
classes in the Free-States. If these understood their condi- 
tion, interests, and rights, slavery could not live for a day. 

The power of slavery lies in the apathy, the stupidity the 
selfishness, the ignorance, of even the educated classes in 
the Free-States—lies in their prejudices, their false ethics, 
their narrow calculations of advantages. 

The power of slavery and of slave-holders lies in the no- 
tion, entertained in the Free-States, that slave holding has 
rights which an honest man is bound to respect—that there 
is legal property in slaves—that the Nation is bound to pro- 
tect the claim of property in man—that the Constitution re- 
cognizes that right. 

The power of slavery lies in the delusion that slave hold- 
ing is an innocent relation, a legitimate interest, to be pro- 
tected, instead of its being a crime, to be suppressed. 

The power of slavery lies in the absurd assumption, that 
there can be a civil Government destitute of the authority 
and nct charged with the duty of protecting the personal 
liberties of all the inhabitants within its geographical juris- 
diction ; the assumption that the National Government has 
not this power, and that the Nation is not bound to see it 
exercised. 

The power of slavery lies in the weakness of the public 
conscience, in the low state of religion, in the absence of a 
practical and experimental knowledge of the truth of God’s 
word, in the failure to live by the Golden Rule, in the athe- 
istic notion, prevailing even in the Church, and in the min- 
istry, that the unrighteous exactments of wicked men are 





sympathy with abolitionists; and into a renewal of their 


annual pledges to let slavery alone in the States, that is, in 
the whole country except the Territories. This work of hu- 


Anti-Slavery men, and of Abolitionists, is goimg on, much 
after the former fashion, and as successfully as the leaders 
of the Slavery party could desire. It would be amusing, 
were it not melancholly, to witness the expression of gratif- 
cation, on the part of pro-slavery slaveholders, at these dis. 
claimers of Republican Representatives and Senatore—for 
the catechetical process is going on in both Houses, in order 
to make sure work of it. Thus Senator Clay of Alabama 
expressed his thanks to Senator Trumbull of Ohio, for con- 
ceding that it was no crime in citizens of the South to hold 
slaves, and that he did not think Slavery illegal in the Dis. 
trict of Columbia. These are but specimens of what is go- 
ing on, in Congress. Some of our Senators and Represen. 
tatives have not yet defined their position. But, so far as 
they have spoken, we have found no one who has stood up, 
like a man, a friend of human freedom. In the House, Mr, 
Sherman of Ohio, Republican Candidate for Speaker, de. 
clined to reply to any interrogatories, remarking that he ex. 
pected no support from gentlemen on the other side of the 
House—a very sensible calculation, and one that should 
suggest the folly of making dough face disclaimers. Mr. 
Clark, Anti-Lecompton Democrat, New York, disclaimed 
Abolitionism, not only for himself and associates, but for 
the Republican party likewise. 

To Mr. Curry, a pro-slavery Democratic Representative 
from Alabama, must be accorded the credit of having made 
the most open, frank, and manly speech that has yet been 
heard at the Capitol, the present session. In language 
courteous and decorous, he correctly states the true point, 
at issue, between slaveholders and their earnest opponents. 
He says: 

“There isa time, Mr. Clerk, when a whole people, like an 
individual, hold their breath in suspense, anxiously await- 
ing the accomplishment of events. These periods of time, 
which come like night intervening between successive days 
mark the destinies of a people. The excitement prevailin 
in the public mind, the manifestation of interest here an¢ 
elsewhere, admonishes us that this may perhaps be such an 
occasion. « Nor does this excitement and profound agitation 
of the public mind arise simply from the question of the or- 
ganization of this House ; nor does it arise from the question 
relating to the publication and circulation of incendiary 
pamphlets; nor does it exist but in a modified degree from 
the murderous incursion which was recently made into the 
Commouwealth of Virginia. These are but incidents to the 
great principles which are at stake. Now the real cause of 
the agitation of the public mind arises from the question 
which has arisen here—* that property in man is a crime; 
that the African is the equal of the white man ; that he isa 
citizen of the United States, and that he is entited to the 
privileges and immunities of other citizens.” This is the 





paramount in authority, to the Commandments of the Great 
Jehovah, that the nation is bound to put down a so-called 
“insurrection” of slaves and of their friends; a contest in 
which, as Jefferson said, “the Almighty has no attributes | 
which could take sides with us.” | 

The power of slavery lies in the chronic habit of anti-sla- | 
very men, of “choosing the least of two moral evils,” of | 
voting for men who are not “just ruling in the fear of God,” | 
and who will not “execute judgment, and deliver the 
spoiled out of the hand of the oppressor.” 

Any reflecting person endowed with common sense, and 
instructed in the plain principles of Bible religion, may eas- 
ily see that these false cdeas, and nothing else, can lend sup- | 
port to the system of American slavery, or give to it, or to 
the slave-holding oligarchy, the least degree of power to | 
maintain themselves, for a single week. 

It has commonly been thought that despotisms are sup- 
ported by physical force, in defiance of opinion and senti- 
ment. By the light of recent events we see that slavery is | 
physically weak ; and lives only upon the support of a sen- 
timent that js corrupt and false. 

——_—_>——~40-o > st 
CONGRESS. 

The House, at the time of our present writing, continues 
unorganized, and “ present appearances,” say the dispatches 
“do not warrant the belief that it will be organized before 
the Holidays. It may be delayed beyond that time.” 

Slavery, and nothing else, delays the organization. 





Sla- 


house under the risk of his being a Republican, until the 


| the secret of the difficulty. 


great secret of the agitation of the public mind. There is 
It is this general classification 
to which I have alluded, and with regard to which there are 
modifications of opinions and sentiment.” 

Mr. Curry does not understand that the Republican party 
has taken a stand, directly, upon this question. But he does 
evidently understand that it must do this, in order to make 


| any progress or to accomplish anything. And his fear is 


that the party will be pushed up, by the necessities of the 
case, and by the voice of the people of the Free States, to 
take the position he described. He says, further, 


“The arguments adduced, assume an antagonism between 
the sections, and an “irrepressible conflict between opposi 
and enduring forces,” and the ideas put forth in your ae 
rooms to your pupils, through your public lectures, through 
your Congressional speeches, pre-suppose and imply thi 
antagonism ; and he is the least criminal who stops short in 
his career, and hesitates at the exercise of the necessary 
means for the accomplishment of his purposes. If Slavery 
be a crime against God and against humanity—if it be s 
| curse to Society—if it contains the fruitful seeds of irreme- 
| diable woes—it is vain to talk of moderation and the Cor 
| stitution, and non-interference with the rights of the South, 
| as it would be to propel a skiff up the surging cataract of 
Niagara. The ideas advaneed, the principles avowed, the 
doctrines preached, the ideas inculcated, must have their 
logical development and result.” 


Mr. Curry proceeded to argue that the same principles 
and the same spirit that, on moral grounds, demanded the 
exclusion of Slavery from the Territories, demanded its abo 
lition in the States, and added : 


“But was not the Republican party organized distinctly, 
avowedly, and solely for the purpose of preventing the ex 
tension of Slavery into the Territories? If you do no 





elves and their constituents to “let Slavery alone in the | drilled into a repetition of their annual disclaimers of any | mean to insult us, or if you do not mean to interfere with 











miliation on the part of the Representatives of free men, of 
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Slavery, dissolve your ~~ pra ion, and put it out of your 
power in that nt gr to do us an mea ask you, | put 
itto your hearts and consciences, if you had the power, 
abe you not repeal the Fugitive Slave law? There is no 
negative response to that. If you had the power of the 
Government to abolish Slavery and render Slave property 
insecure, would you not do it? 





THE PRINCIPIA. 


ing train from New York about 12 m. to-day, and is at pre- 
sent lying in one of the rooms of the Union Depot. It was 
accompanied to this city-by Mrs. Brown, Wendell Phillips 
and Richard P. Hallowell of Boston, and J. M. McKim, of 
Philadelphia. These gentlemen will accompany Mrs. Brown 
to North Elba, where the funeral of her husband will take 


Mr. Kixcorgs, of Indianna, (Rep.)—No, not in the South- | place on Thursday of this week, and be interred according 


ern States. 
Mr. Curry.—Why, in the Free States no legislation 


would be necessary on the subject, but you would gradually 


| to the last wishes of the deceased. Mr. Phillips says Massa- 
| chusetts will eventually claim his remains for interment 


narrow and limit our ground, until all would have to flee | within her own soil, but that at present it is necessary to 
from the country of our occupancy and residence. These | fo}Jow the directions of Mr. Brown and the wishes of the 


are your avowed opinions, through the newspapers an 
through your representatives in Congress, and still we are 


to the results. I say 


told to dismiss our apprehensions and entertain no fears as | 
ldly that the animating principle of | and they desire an opportunity of looking upon the last re- 


family, that he should be interred at North Elba. Many of 
the family have not seen the deceased for several months, 


the Republican party, is opposition to the extension of Sla- | mains of one who was so near to them, and who lost his life 


his is the ligament which binds 


very in the Territories. 
Without that you would 


the heterogeneous mass together. 
fall to pieces at once.” 
Is there no man in Congress who will meet the issue, as 


boldly, as frankly, and as truthfully as Mr. Curry has pre- 


sented it? It will be a disgrace to the Free States, if there 


is none. 

We fully agree with Mr. Curry that the Republicans 
ought either to dissolve their organization, or cease their 
disclaimers of any design to interfere with Slavery in the 
States. We go farther, and say that the common sense of 
the people at the North, and in the South, will ultimately, 
if not speedily, compel them either to advance or disband. 

ee 

Tut Joun Brown Funp.—About the time our paper 
goes to puess, there is to be a meeting at the Cooper Insti- 
tute, in this city, in aid of the John Brown fund. The speak- 
ers announced are Dr. Cheever, Wendell Phillips, and Prof. 
Mattison. 


en 

Tue Staver Wanperer.—The farce of siezing this slav- 
er, and of arresting its commander, Capt. Farnham, ends in 
transferring him to Georgia for his trial. This is our way 
of putting down the slave trade, and will be, until Slavery 
itself is abolished. 


a oe 
Tue Union-Savine Meetine, just held at Philadelphia, 
is said to have been made up Chiefly of business men in the 
Southern trade, and their clerks, porters, and draymen, 
southern medical students, and a few politicians to make the 
speeches—spectators &c.—making a grand total of about 
3,500 in all. 


=o p 

A number of ministers in the vicinity of New York are 

stirred up, by late events, to preach against slavery. 
ee 

The monthly concert of prayer, for the enslaved, on Mon- 
day evening, at the church of the Puritans, (Dr. Cheever’s,) 
was well attended and highly interesting. A number of 
ministers and others, from other churches, took a part in 
the exercises. 





Aes of the Dap. - 
REMAINS OF JOHN BROWN. 
Vercennes, Vrt., Tuesday, Dec. 6, 1859. 

The body of John Brown, accompanied by his bereaved 
widow, and Messrs. Phillips of Boston and McKim of Phil- 
adelphia, arrived here at 1 o’clock this morning, without 
notice. They have just (11 a. m.) left this place, amid the 
tolling of bells, and accompanied by a large concourse of 
our most respectable and sympathizing citizens. 





ANOTHER DISPATCH. 
Vercennes Vr., Tuesday, Dec. 6, 1859. 


The body of John Brown, in charge of J. M. McKim | 


and Wendell Phillips, reached Troy yesterday at 12 o’clock. 
Profound sympathy and respect were manifested in that 
city, and the party had a free pass to Rutland. 

Left Troy at 4p. m., and reached Vergennes at 2 this 
morning. At noon will cross the Lake to Westport, thence 
to Elizabethtown, where the party will remain over night, 


| 


| 





in defence of of a principle they all hold so dear. Mr. 
Phillips says the country cannot therefore claim him yet. 

Mrs. Brown and the party accompanying her are stop- 
ping at the American Hotel. She is quite unwell, and is 
quite unable to see any one. The severe ordeal through 
which she has passed has almost entirely prostrated her, 
but it is hoped she will be sufficiently restored to go on 
with the remains in the Renssalaer and Saratoga train at 
534 P. M. 

The remains are inclosed in an oak coffin, which is sur- 
rounded by a-plain pine box. The coffin was opened in 
New York city, and the body found to be in a remarkably 
good state of preservation. The box is surrounded by a 
large crowd of people in the depot, all of whom are anxious 
to have it opened and their curiosity gratified by an inspec- 
tion of the remains, but this of course is impossible. 

ee a ee 
AN ANECDOTE OF JOHN BROWN. 
Correspondence of The N. Y. Tribune. 
Pine Grove, Warren Co., Pa., Nov. 25, 1859. 

Old John Brown emigrated from here to Kansas. A 
prominent citizen of Warren County was an apprentice of 
his, in Crawford County, and tells many facts illustrating 
his integrity and nobleness of heart, one of which runs thus: 
“ Having heard that a poor man with a large family were 
suffering for the necessaries of life, he sent me to his house 
to inform him that John Brown would sell him provisions 
on credit. He came at once and got about thirty dollars 
worth, agreeing to pay in work the next summer ;, but with 
summer came other calls for his labor than the payment of 
old debts; so he came to Brown and frankly told him his 
situation, and that it would be impossible to pay as agreed 
upon. The noble old man said to him, ‘go home and take 
care of your family, and let me hear no more about this 
debt. Itis a part of my religion to assist those in distress, 
and to comfort those that mourn.’ ” C. 

iguana 
THE LAST WORDS OF JOHN BROWN. 

Accorditig to the Philadelphia Enquirer, they were as 
follows : 

“T die alone responsible for my own operations, and ask 
for no sympathy. I am satisfied in my own belief—but de- 
sire no other man to believe as I do, unless his conscience 
and philosophy approve. Iam singly responsible for my 
own acts, good or bad. If right or wrong, the consequence 
rests upon myself.”” 

LAST ACTS OF JOHN BROWN. 

“Tow shall we characterize in words an incident shewing 
the Christ-like nature of the latter, when, stepping from the 
jail-door, and finding, in his way to the gallows, a black 
woman and child, he stooped down and kissed the little one?” 
—Anglo African. 


> —~= 9 

A Former Stave AtrempTine To Purcuase THE FREE- 
pom OF HIS BrotuEer.—Reyv. Jeremiah Bowman, a minister 
of the Methodist Episcapal Church, from Cincinnati, is now 
in this city (New York). He was formerly a slave in Ten- 
nessee, and having become converted, exerted such an in- 
fluence over his master’s family, that several of its members 
were also converted. These circumstances induced “Jer- 


sending a messenger to North Elba in advance, to apprise ry’s” possessors to allow him to purchase his liberty for 


the family of the approach of the remains. 
oo oy 
ARRIVAL OF JOHN BROWN’S REMAINS AT TROY. 


$800. He was enabled to raise this sum sooner than others 


| could have done, inasmuch as he had become skilled in 
_bricklaying. Mr. Bowman has been preaching in the diff- 


The Troy Times of Monday has the following account | erent churches in Brooklyn and in this city, endeavoring to 


of the arrival of the remains of John Brown in that city : 


collect money enough to purchase the freedom of his brothi- 


“The body of the late John Brown arrived by the morn- | er, who is still enslaved in Tennessee. He has the promise 
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of his brother’s master that his freedom shall be given him 
if he succeeds in raising a certain sum during the present 
year. As Mr. Bowman is indorsed by the proper author- 
ities of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Cincinnati, there 
can be no doubt about his being a proper object for the ex- 
ercise of benevolence. 


A Fugitive from Harper’s Ferry. 

Buta few hours ago, the night train on the Oswego branch 
of the U. G. R. R. brought us a “live” Harper’s Ferry in- 
surgent, Mr. ——, a fine-looking man, about 30 years of 
age. Nearly ten years ago, he escaped Virginian Slavery, 
leaving behind him a mother, two brothers, and one sister. 
One brother now lies in Charlestown jail. The other, like 
himself, seeks a bome under the flag of Great Britain; 
while his mother and sister toil on, with no hope of deliver- 
ance from the damning tyranny of a boasting republic, save 
in successful flight to Britannia’s scil, or in the stout hearts 
and strong arms of other Browns and Turners, or at the 
hands of the “ grim monster”—Death. 

Since his first escape from slavery,he has been in Canada and 
Ohio. In Ohio he became acquainted with John Brown of Os 
awatomie, and learning his intentions, joined the enterprise, 
hoping thereby to restore to his mother, brothers and sister 
their “ inalienable rights to Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness.” — 

During the melee that followed the charge of the marines, 
this man and others escaped and made their way North. Of 
Brown he says he has the highest regard, and considers him 
a true man and hero. Of the number under Brown’s con- 
trol, each and every one was particularly charged not to 
molest any woman or child, and to injure no man except in 
pure defense. 

He was shown some of the caricatures in Harper’s Weekly 
and said that slaveholders themselves little knew the feeling 
among slaves. They looked upon John Brown, as a deliv- 
erer, and were ready to throw off the yoke whenever they 
were confident of success. Thousands sigh and become 
gloomy at the late disaster; while before the master they 
profess contentment; and behind his back they study outthe 
means of escape. This poor man said that he loved Old 
John Brown, and was yet willing to dare and do for Free- 
dom. He finds many friends, and yet looks upon them all 
with extreme caution and fear. He seemed intelligent and 
active. Ere this, he treads foot on British soil, a free and 
honest man. God be thanked that on this side of the mighty 
Atlantic there is an asylum for the oppressed—a refuge 
from Southern bloodhound and Northern hypocrites and 


barbarians. 8. 
SE pee ee 


A Chicago Irishman held as a Fugitive Slave. 

This week, a man of dark complexion, straight black hair, 
black whiskers and mustache, with the characteristic Irish 
brogue, was arrested and brought to Olney, on the enor- 
mous charge of being a fugitive slave. His captors took 
him to the jail for the purpose of securing him, but Fred 
Johns did not feel safe in putting him in the lockup without 
some better authority than his captors were able to produce, 
and they were reduced to the inconvenience of keeping per- 
sonal watch over him, which created some little curiosity 
among our citizens to know something of the fellow, con- 
cerning his history. In conversation with him, he informed 
us that he was a native of Ireland, and had been twelve 
years in America, and the last year had been in Chicago. He 
gave his name as Thomas Leary. Hon. M. O’Kean was 
present, and gave it as his opinion that he was an Irishman 
of inferior intelligence. We endeavored to prevail upon 
his captors to release him, when they, in a very decisive 
manner, gave us to understand that, when they received the 
reward that they claimed was offered for his apprehension, 
they would do so. Seeing their determination to run him 
off, a petition was drawn up, prayingHon. A. Kitchell for a 
writ of habeas corpus. It was duly served, but up to the 
present writing has not been returned. We have no dispo- 
sition to interfere with the institution of Slavery where it 
exists; but when it comes to this, that men must be hunted 
down in the free State of Illinois. it is high time that the 
people rise in the majesty of their ‘strength, and say such 
things shall not be done ; and for one, we are sorry that our 
country has within her borders one man so steeped in moral 
degradation as to voluntarily attempt to arrest a man be- 
cause he happened to be a little dark, and was not blessed 

















































































































88 


THE PRINCIPIA. 





— 








—m 
— 








with an ordinary degree of intelligence, to carry him into 
perpetual bondage.—Olney (Iil.) Times. 





JOHN BROWN’S FUNERAL. 
Special Dispatch to the N. Y. Tribune 
Vencennes, Vt., Friday, Dec. 9, 1859. 

The funeral of John Brown took place at North Elba on Thurs- 
day, at 1 o’clock. The body was borne by six of his neighbors 
from his own roof to a rock near by, under the shadow of which 
he had directed it to be laid. The coffin had been previously 
placed in front of his door-step, where his neighbors came in 
crowds to take a last look. The face was hardly changed, and 
wore its usual serene expression. Before leaving the house, 
his favorite hymn, ‘‘Blow ye the trumpet—blow,’’ &c, was 
sung, and an impressive prayer was offered by the Rev. Mr. 
Young of Burlington, Vt.,who, with Mr. L. Bigelow, and two 
others of that city, had ridden all night to be present. Remarks 


were then made by J. M. McKim of Philadelphia and Wendell | 


Phillips of Boston, amid the strong emotion and deep sympathy 
of the family and friends. At the grave Mr. Young quoted Paul's 
words, ’’I have fought the good fight,’’ &c., and pronounced a 
benediction. 


It was deeply touching to see the three widows leaning on 


the arms of strangers and relieving their broken hearts by sobs. | 


The crowd slowly and reluctantly left the ground, and the mar- 
tyr is left in hia grave among the hills. 
. > to 
Man-Hunting in DlMnols, 
KIDNAPPERS DEFEATED. 


Correspondence of the N. Y. Tribune. 
Centra, Ill, Nov. 28, 1859. 


5. That the citizens of the States before mentioned, shall 
be denied the privilege af suing in the Courts of Virginia. 

6. That the citizens of other States who shall enter into 
combination anywhere, or stimulate others to enter into 
combinations to disturb Virginia in any manner, because 


with her slaves, shall be deemed guilty of felony, and de- 
manded for trial in her courts, and, if not surrendered, that 
retaliatory measures may be resorted to. 

7. That all peddlars and drumming agents of Northern 
non-slaveholding States be expelled from Virginia by prop- 
er penalties, until the States from which they come, shall, 
by proper laws, suppress all attempts at abolition. 

> —oor Ot 
An Abolitiontst Tarred and Feathered in Savannah. 

The Savannah Republican, Dec. 2, reports that one Sewall H. 
Fisk,a shoe-dealer in that City,was tarred and feathered by cer- 
| tain chivalrous Georgians on rhe previous night—the offence 

being the utteranve of Abolition doctrines. The Republican des- 
| cribes the scene as follows : 

Sewatt H. Fisk, a dealer in boots and shoes, on Market- 

quare, of several years standing, has been the object of suspic- 
ion, for some time, in consequence of his known Abolition pro- 
clivities, which he has taken, as we are informed, some trouble 
| to make known to our slave population. His latest acts are, 





sorts of Abolition documents, and last Sunday night was devot- 
| ed especially to the history of the trial of John Brown, and a 
general exhortation upon the institution of Slavery and the ad- 
| vantages of freedom. These facts, as we hear, were sworn to 


| before a Justice of the Peace by his nephew and his clerk ; and 


I send you a bit of news from “ Egypt’ which will show | coming to the ears of some parties who have constituted them- 


you that Southern Illinois is redeeming herself nobly. A 


| selves a quasi-vigilance Committee, Mr. Fisk's sture, over or in 


negro passing through this country was arrested as a fugi- | which he sleeps, was visited, and he was called out and gagged before 
tive and thrown into prison, when Mr. George McKee, our | he could make either noise or resistance. He was then placed ina 


City Attorney, sued out a writ of habeas corpus, 
the negro before Judge McOmelveny, who discharge 
whereupon aclan of kidnappers followed the negroe to 
Centralia, and tried to capture him, but the lovers of law 
succeeded in rescuing him from their hands; not, however, 
until a desperado named Chamberlajn fired at the negro 
and had recaptured him. Mr. Mathews, an officer of the 
place, took the negro from Chamberlain, and took Cham- 
berlain and his gang into custody. Three indictments wero 
found against Chamberlain; one for assault and battery in 
knocking down Mr. James McKee, one for shooting at the 
negro’ with intent to kill, and another for false imprison- 
ment. On tho first, he was fined, on the second, was re- 
quired to give bail for his appearance before a higher 
Court; and to-morrow (29th) he will be examined before 
Justice Condit on the charge of false imprisonment. At 


present itis supposed the negro is in Canada, where kid- | 
| Peaker’s Island, and that a large body of slaves was prepared, at 


nappers are unknown. 

“Straws show which way the wind blow ;” and this is 
one of the straws which indicate a healthful gale in South- 
ern Illinois. 

en 
A SOUTHERN RIGHTS ASSOCIATION. 


An adjourned meeting of the “Central Southern Rights 
Aasociation” of Richmond, Va., was held Dec. 7, when a 
formal organization was effected, and a memorial to the 
Legislature was adopted. The memorial is drawn in strong 
language, the following pleasant items being among the 
recommendations it suggests to the Legislature : 

1. To discriminate in such a manner against the manu- 
factures and productions of all States in which the Aboli- 
tionists are tolerated, or laws oxist for the purpose of pre- 
venting directly, or indirectly, the execution of the Fugit- 
ive Slave law, as to expel them eventually from the State 
of Virginia, and to encourage by every means in your pow- 
er our foreign commerce, and commerce with the other 
Southern States, and domestic manufactures. 

2. To lay such burdens upon vessels coming from any of 
the States above mentioned, as will eventually drive them 
from our waters. 

4. To provide that tampering with Slaves, with a view 
to induce them to abscond, shall be punishable by death, and 
that a person accused of tampering with slaves, and advis- 
ing them to abscond, or to rebel, or make insurrection, or 
of uttering seditious language, or language approving abo- 
lition of Slavery, may be tried forthwith before two magis- 
trates and a jury, and, if convicted, that the sentence be 


executed without delay. 


and took | ©@'riage, and driven a short distance from the city, and the appli- 
d him: | io" made to his nude person He was then left to find his way 
? 


back, as best ie could. His first appearance in the limits was 


| near the hospital, where he came in sight of a watchman, who 





| 





was so alarmed at the sight that he gave a spasmodic jerk to his 
rattle and took to his heels, not willing to face so dreadful an 
apparition. A reinforcement, however, was brave enough to 
approach him, when he was conducted home, the most pitiable 
object it is possible to imagine. Not a spot of his skin was visi- 
ble, and his hair was trimmed close to his head. 

> —~He oe — 

EXCITEMENT ON THE Eastern Suore oF MARYLAND.—It was ru- 
mored about town yesterday that another Abolition and negro in- 
surrection had. broken out in Talbot County, Md.; that the coun- 
try people were in the greatest consternation, had deserted their 
homesteads and flocked into the towns of Easton and St. Mich- 
ael’s in great numbers. It was also currently reported that 
two hundred and fifty guns had been discovered secreted on 


a moment's notice, to pounce down upon the whites aud massa- 
cre them. As a matter of course, little credence was given to 
the rumors—many of which were of the wildest character. An 
investigation, however, showed that the people of Talbot are in 
a state of considerable excitement, and that many of these re- 
reports, and others much more exaggerated, had obtained cur- 
rency and belief among them. \At Easton and St. Michael's a 
number of families had congregated from the surrounding coun- 
try, leaving their houses shut up and deserted. Armed patrols 
guard the country, while all the towns and villages have bodies 
of armed men ready for the insurgents. 


city, that the stampede and excitement originated with a negro 
woman belonging to William Townsend, esq., who resides some 
five miles from St. Michael’s. According to her story, she was 
met by two strange men, who, after threatening her life, if she 
betrayed them, told her that if Brown was hung at Charlestown, 
a large number of whites and blacks were combined to lay the 
whole County of Talbot in ashes, murder the white people, car. 


ry off all the money, etc. This ridiculous story, told by the ne- 
gro woman, gained credence, and Mr. Townsend fled to St. Mich. | 
The alarm then became general, and hence the thousand | 


ill be see f ile increase i slaves is 
Capt. Reckwecth cleo states | will be seen that, while the increase in the number of slav 


acl’s. 
and one rumers afloat at present. 
that the story of the 250 muskets on Peaker's Island is entirely 
unfounded.—Balt. Amer. 

a a : 

Says The Richmond Enquirer: ‘‘If the blood of John Brown is to 
prove the seed of the Abolition Church, we have no objection to 
a good harvest. If his execution elects Seward, the time of our 
exodus will have arrived, and it will produce its Moses.’’ 

The Enquirer forgets that Moses led an army of slaves, not of 
slaveholders. 


of the existence of Slavery, or to interfere in any manner 





| passengers was her father. 








Slavery in Missouri—Its Practical Operation 


Correspondence of the N. Y.*Tribune. 
Sr. Louis, Mo , Oct. 31, 1959. 

We had in this city not long since, a striking illustration 
the patriarchal institution of Slavery. A Mississippi gentlemay 
came to this State to supply his plantation, and made his head. 
quarters in this city. Among the two or three dozen he bought, 
| was a little girl, about nine years old, whose complexion was a 
fair as the average of white children. She attracted some at 
tention, and the purchaser related her history. She was the 
child of a handsome mulatto woman, and her father was tle 
Hon. Mr. ——, Member of Congress from this State. Her mo 
ther was not the slave of Mr. , but owned by a neighbor, 
for I believe it is the custom among the patriarchs to make a 
interchange of civilities of this kind. A strange coincidence 
happened in bringing her to this city. She came with other 
down the river in a steamboat with her master, and among the 
He conversed with her owner about 
her, and said he would have bought her himself, were it not for 
his wife. I had this information from the owner of the girl. The 
girl was kept in a slave-pen on Sixth street, and was visited by 
numbers, who had learned her history. The purchaser wasa 
very respectable gentleman, who bought her for a nurse in his 
family. But who cannot guess her destiny? Here was a child 
of tender age, apparently white, herding with a lot of comma 








7 . y é | negroes, turn from her mother, and doomed to a Mississippi 
| enticing negroes into his cellar at night, and reading them all | 


plantation, while her father, in the august Senate of the United 
States, declaims of Liberty. He stands coolly by, while his own 
child, bearing his own lineaments, is taken forcibly from he 
mother, and driven off with a gang of slaves to a distant land 
among strangers, never again to know a mother's love or ce 
ress, but to be thenceforth the victim of a tyrant’s lash or lust 
She is the innocent proof of his own faithlessness to solemn 
vows, and must be removed to a safe distance. Observer. 
> ~~: 
Men of Business Obliged to Abandon their Business, 
Wasuineton, Thursday, Dec. 8, 1859. 

Thirty-two gentlemen, agents of New York and Boston 
houses, arrived here to-day from the South, and report the 
feeling of indignation so great against Northerners, thai 
they were compelled to return and abandon their business. 
These gentlemen have been known for years as traders ip 
the South. They also report that Northerners of long res: 
dence in the South, have been disfigured and driven from 
their homes. 

Eleven business men who were on their way South, re 
turned last night, after having reached a station in Virgin. 
ia, being turned back by a Vigilance Committee. They 
say the feeling in six of the States through which they have 
passed, is very intense against the North, and against the 
continuance of the Union. 

‘ > or ~< 
South Carolina Legislature. 
WasnineTon, Dec. 11, 1859. 

The Charlestown Courier says that the Committee 
Federal Relations in the Legislature of South Carolina, a 
Wednesday, recommended the passage of resolutions reat 
firming the position of the State, as expressed in the consti 
tution of 1852, declaring her right to secede from the Fed 
eral Union ; and that the people should make common 
cause with those of Virginia, and be prepared to sustain her, 
in her vindication of the institutions of the South. 

The minority of the Committee report resolutions that the 
frontier States especially, and the Southern States general- 


We learn from Capt. Beckworth, of the schooner Peri, of this | ly, may rely upon the aid of South Carolina in vindication 


of their rights, in or out of the Union, and that the military 
contingent fund be increased to $100,000. 
SS ae 

Staves in Groraia.—The report of the controller General d 
Georgia shows an increase of 11, 240 slaves in that State dur 
ing the year just past. he total number of Slaves in 1858, 
was 431,124, and 1859, 443,364. The average value of slavé 
in, 1858 was $526,39, and in 1859, $612,63—an increase it 
average value of $86,24. The aggregate value of slaves it 
1858 was 227, 468, 927, and in !859, $271,620,105. Thus if 


11.240, the increased value is $44,151,478. This large increas 
can only be accounted for by presuming that unusual draft 
have been made upon the negro population of Virginia, and othe 
border slaveholding states. The natural increase could not hav 
reached these figures. It will be interesting to examine th 
statistics of the border States, to ascertain whether the decreas 
in the number of their slaves has been proportionate to the it 
crease in the more Southern States. We can then learn if th 
gradual emancipation process is merely theoretical, or is actual 
ly in full progress. —Journal of Commerce. 
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THE PRINCIPTIA. 























The Utica Herald of Dec, 9, says: “Gerrit Smith con- 
tinues to improve slowly at the Asylum. He has been al- 
lowed to drive out and take the air, and was observed in 
his carriage on Wednesday. He is rational on most sub- 
jects.” 

A local agent of The National Era, in Maryland, has 
been thrown into jail on the charge of circulating incendiary 
documents, said documents being copies of The Era. A 
loud comment upon the policy of letting slavery alone in 
the States. 





Tur Union Meetinc.—This meeting will be held in the 
Academy of Music, and Mayor Tiemann will preside. The 
time has not yet been fixed upon for holding the meeting, 
as the work of getting signatures is not yet completed. Ex- 
Governor Seymour, F. B. Cutting, esq., and Jas. 8. Thayer 
are among those nanted as speakers. 


Fine in THE Tract Hovuse.—The rear building of the 
American Tract Society’s establishment on Spruce street 
near Nassau St., has been destroyed by fire. The Insur- 
ance on the stock, books, sheets, tracts, &c., is $83,000, and 
on the building, $8,000. “The loss to the Society,” (says 
the assistant Treasurer,) will considerably exceed the insur- 
ance.” He adds: 

“The Society’s main building stands uninjured, with its 
steam-engine and boilers, printing-presses, stereotype plates 
and engravings, salesroom and offices ; so that the regular 
operations of the Society will go forward, though it may 
be difficult for a time to supply large orders for their books.” 

“The periodicals of the Society will be continued.” Office 
at 150 Nassau Street, as previously. 


THe Purtapeipara Bank CounterFreit.—The Bulletin 
thus describes the new counterfeit which has proved such a 
great success. : 

“The counterfeit $100’s are printed in blue, and dated 
January 1, 1858. Of the genuine notes of this date and 
character, but few are in circulation. There are no coun- 
terfeit $100’s dated May 1, 1859, so that the notes of thi, 
date in circulation, appear to be good. The counterfei 
$50’s are printed, some in black, and others in blue, and 
dated Feb. 1,1859. There never was any genuine $50 is- 
sue of that date. There are also $50’s printed in black, 
dated May 2, 1859.” 

The Bulletin says: 

“Quite a number of these new counterfeits have been 
taken by experienced hands, and it would be impossible to 
give such a description as would enable any one. to detect 
them in any other way than by observing the directions 
given above. The detectives have the matter in hand, and 
are busy searching out the parties who have got out the 
counterfeits. It is conjectured that these admirably exe- 
cuted counterfeits have been put in circulation suddenly in 
the Western States, and they havg been sent on East in ex- 
change in large quantities, just as suddenly. They have 


been scattered all around the business portion of the city, | 


and have deceived the very best judges of paper money in 
the community. The notes are entire counterfeits, the plates 
from which they are printed not being genuine plates as 
The counterfeits are probably the 
best ever executed, and every bank in the city is believed 
to have been victimized to a greater or less amount.” 

NO PARDON FOR COOK OR OTHER INSURGENTS. 

The following action of the Virginia Legislature, refusing 
to reprieve the remaining prisoners at Charlestown, has 
been already noticed in our dispatches. 

In the House, Dec. 7, Mr. Kemper moved : 

Whereas, The Circuit Court of the County of Jefferson, 
in the exercise of its judicial functions, hath condemned 
certain persons to be executed on the 16th inst., for treason, 


law, that the Governor shall not grant a pardon to any per- 


son convicted of treason against the Commonwealth, ex- 
cept with the consent of the General Assembly, declared by 


Resolved, By the General Assembly, that the said sen- 


tence is deemed plainly right, and that no interposition of 
the authority of this Legislature is deemed necessary or | 
Proper to delay the execution of the sentence of the Court, | 
48 pronounced upon the eaid persons. 


Several members addressed the House on the grave topic 
of this resolution, expressing full determination that when- 
ever the foes of the South invade our homes, determined 
and effective action should be at all times taken by Vir- 
ginians, to repel such onslaughts from fanatics or robbers. 
Pending the remarks, a message was announced from the 
Senate (as reported in the Senate proceedings) to the House 
bearing upon the invasion of Virginia, at Harper’s Ferry. 
On motion, a joint Committee of seven members from the 
Senate, and thirteen from the House, was appointed to con- 


sider the business, causes, &c., and report thereon touching 
the invasion at Harper’s Ferry. The subject was warml 
spoken on, and the resolutions bearing thereon, were unani- 


mously carried. 
- se ~~ 
SYMPATHY WITH JOHN BROWN. 


The following items were crowded out from our last num- 


ber. 

At Concord, N. H., the bells were tolled for Brown. 

The bells in Plymouth and New-Bedford were tolled a 
noon to-day in memory of John Brown. 


Mancuester, N. H., Friday, Dec. 2, 1859. 

There was a brisk excitement here this afternoon, caused 
by an attempt to toll the obsequies of “Old Brown” from 
the City Hall bell. It had struck four or five times, when 
Mayor Harrington appeared among the sympathizers in 
the belfry, and ordered them to desist. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Friday, Dec. 2. 1859. 

The City Hall was densely packed with citizens this eve- 
ning, who listened for over three hours to stirring and elo- 
quent speeches, expressing sympathy for John Brown and 
his fumily. 

Strong resolutions were adopted, and a Committee on 
Funds appointed. A large amount of money was contri- 
buted for the relief of Brown’s family. 

The City Hall bell was tolled sixty-three times, the 
strokes seem name oe, Sei Brown’s age. 

The sympathy for Brown and his family is very strong 
here. 

Special Dispatch to the N, Y. Tribune. 
BirminGHam, Conn., Friday Dec. 2. 1859. 

The bells here are tolling in honor of John Brown. 


Worcester, Friday, Dec. 2. 1859. 

The church bells were tolled here to-day for the execu- 
tion of John Brown, from 10 o’clock to 12. This evening 
a great meeting was held in Mechanics’ Hall, which was 
addressed by prominent of the city, clergymen and others. 
It was the largest meeting that has been held in a long 
time. Three thousand persons were in the Hall, and a 

eat many came who could not get in. At the close acol- 
ection was taken up for Brown’s family, which was very 
successful. 

AxBany, Friday, Dec. 2, 1859. 

One hundred minute-guns were fired to day, commencing 
at 121, o’clock, in commemoration of the execution of John 
Brown for murder and insurrection at Harper’s Ferry. 

The people of Lawrence, Kansas, held a mass meeting, 
Dec, 2, to sympathize with John Brown. Resolutions were 
adopted, declaring strong Anti-Slavery sentiments, calling 
| upon the Legislature to pass laws against kidnapping, re- 
| commending the organization of County Anti-Slavery So- 
| cieties, and affirming full confidence in the integrif¥ of John 
| Brown. 





' ae ——“<=80 0s" 
| Letter from Edwin Coppic to Mrs. Brown. 
CHARLESTOWN JatL, Va. Nov. —, 1859. 

Mrs. Joun Brown—Dear Madam: I was very sorry 
that your request to see the rest of the prisoners was not 
complied with. Mrs, Avis brought me a book, whose pages 
are full of truth and beauty, entitled “ Voices of the True- 
Hearted,” which she told me was a present from you. For 
this dear token of remembrance, please accept my many 
thanks. 

My comrade, J. E. Cook, and myself, aes | rupee 
with you, in your sad bereavement. We were both acquain- 
ted with Anna and Martha! They were to us as sisters, 
and as brothers we sympathize with them in the dark hour 
| of trial and affliction. 

I was with your sons when they fell. Oliver lived but a 
very few moments after he was shot. He spoke no wor 
but yielded calmly to his fate. Watson was shot at 1 
o’clock on Monday morning, and died about 3 o’clock on 
Wednesday morning. He suffered much, Though mortally 
wounded at 10 o’clock, yet at 3 o’clock Monday afternoon 





murder and other crimes, atid it having been provided by | he fought bravely against the men who charged on us. 


| When the enemy was repulsed, and the excitement of the 
charge was over, he began to sink rapidly. 

After we were taken prisoners, he was placed in the 
guard-house with me. He complained of the hardness of 


joint resolution, and the Governor having informed the Leg- | the bench on which he was lying. I begged hard for a bed 
islature that he will not interfere with the sentence of the 
Court, except in accordance with Legislative action. 


| for him, or even a blanket, but could obtain none for him. 

| I took off my coat and placed it under him, and held his 

head in my lap, in which position he died, without a groan 
or struggle. 


I have stated these facts thinking that they may afford to | 


you, and to the bereaved widows they have left, a mournful 
consolation. 
Give my love to Anna and Martha, with our last farewell. 
Yours, truly, Epwin Coppic. 


Frnily Miscellany. 


From the Genius of Temperance. 


THINK NOT OF ME. 
OR, THE ADIEU OF AFFECTION. 


Think not of me, when far away, 

While health and joy thy temples crown, 
But should thy blooming hopes decay, 
Or grief upon thy vitals prey, 
Or cares corrode, or foes dismay, 

Or friends deceive, or fortune frown, 

Then think of me; 

Think of the friend whose truth abides, 
When thou hast nought on earth besides, 


Think not of me, when morning's ray 
Is trembling on the dewy hills, 
Nor when the high-throned orb of day 
With glorious noon the landscape fills ; 
But when he seeks the mellow West, 
When mildly beams the star of even, 
When birds are gathering to their nests, 
And stars light up the vault of heaven ; 
When from the sky the twilight fades, 
And sombre night rolls on its shades, 
Or moonlight slumbers in the glades, — 
Then think of me ; 
Think ot the friend whose love will last, 
When life’s brief day is spent and past. 


Think not of me in jocund Spring, 

When April sports. in sunny showers, 
When new-fledged swallows try the wing, 

When May enwreaths thee with its: flowers ; 
Nor 00 in Summer’s ardent reign, 

When green luxuriance greets thy sight ; 
When waving fields of ripening grain, 

Like golden billows roll in light ; 
But when the Autumn cricket waile, 

When falling leaves bestrew the tombs, 
When birds are mute, and verdure fails, 

When dark November spreads her glooms ; 
When fierce December in her wrath, 

Mounts high in clouds her icy car, 
When wintry whirlwinds cross thy path, 

And desolation ranges far,— 

Then think of me ; 

Think of the friend whose prayers and tears, 
Would cherish thy declining years. BL. EB 


ete ae 
BE GUOD AND DO GOOD. 

You cannot be good, unless you do good. And you ean- 
not do good, in the highest and best sense, without being 
good. 

To be good, is to be benevolent, loving, just, merciful, 
kind, unselfish, impartial, without prejudice. 

If you are benevolent, you will do benevolent deeds ; if 
you are loving, it will be known by your actions. If you 
are just, your acts will be just ; if you are merciful, you will 
show mercy, and se of the rest. 

There is no such thing as being what you ought to be, 
without doing what you ought to do. 

All this is plain, to the understanding of a child, and yet 
there are learned men who stumble at it; and who really 
seem to think that men can be good without doing good— 
that they can be good, while they are continually doing evil. 

God is good, and his goodness is known by his doing good. 

“ Little children, let no man deceive you. He that doeth 
righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.” 

“This is the love of God, that we keep his commandments, 
and his commandments are not grevious.” So says the Bi- 
ble. Remember these plain, easy things, children, whenever 
you hear people tell about good Christians, as they call 
them, who will not do good, but are, all the while, doing 
evil; some of them selling rum, to poison people; others of 
them holding little children as slaves, or selling them by 
the pound; others of them yoting for rulers who do these 
things, or who will do nothing, while in office, to put a.stop 
to such wickedness. 

Remember what Jesus Christ says, “ Ye are my friends, 
if ye do whatsoever I command you.” 


AUTUMN FLOWERS, 


| What mystic tie binds us in sympathy with Nature? 
| Why do we feel sad when she drapes herself in clouds, joy- 
| ous when she smiles? Why do the sparkling morning, the 
| golden or crimson sunset, the moonlight evening, the light, 
fleecy clouds, the thunder-storm, the snow, each touch a 
| sympathetic chord in our inmost heart? Why does the lit- 
| tle blue violet whisper of love, the daisy of hope and glad 

| ness ; or the rose and dahlia stir the deeper feelings? I 
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For the Priacipia. 
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not nature the medium through which God speaks to us, 
and are not the flowers his language ? 

In the Springtime how joyously we greet the first open- 
ing bad, and how it awakens all the buoyancy, hopefulness, 
elasticity within us! Spring flowers are just like little, gay, 
bright-eyed, innocent, loving children, full of early morning 
dew and sunshine. They are tender and delicate; they 
cannot bear rough winds and cold storms. The warm, ge- 
nial sunshine, the soft April showers, and gentle Spring 
zephyrs are for them. They touch the tenderest chord of 
our heart—we take them right up to us, and love them! 

And then Spring ripens into Summer,—as the young 

maiden into the matron. The violets and buttercups give 
place to the roses; a richer, wagmer, fuller development. 
Now we luxuriate in sweetness and beauty. Itis not the 
fresh, breezy beauty, or rather prettiness of earth’s first 
awakening. It stire a different emotion. The first res- 
ponded to the merry, leaping, joyous heart of girlhood, the 
second to the soul of woman. With the roses come all the 
wealth of Summer: the fields of waving gold, the forests of 
unexplored treasures, the luxurious fruits, the trees in their 
variety of color and symmetry. And thus Summer melts and 
fades, and quivers into Autumn. The fruits decay, the 
leaves wither, the birds leave us, the roses die. But the 
richest gift of nature is in store for us—the Autumn flow- 
ers. All the Springtime, all Summer, while the violets and 
roses have been blooming and filling the world with beauty 
and gladness, these rich, grand old Autumn flowers were 
very soberly and leisurely drawing nourishment from dear 
old mother earth, for the higher pleasure they had in store 
for us. All Summer we have passed them by, those plain, 
flowerless stalks, with little notice ; we saw no beauty—the 
roses were ours! But the trees grow bare, the cold No- | 
vember blast whistles threats of the approaching snow con- 
queror, summer beauty dies; then the plain, neglected, un- 
pretending stalks burst forth with a wealth of gorgeous 
beauty for which they had been all the Summer-time 
hoarding up rich juices. They are strong, they can endure 
the frost and winds. They have come to cheer aud comfort 
us, when their frailer sisters have wearied and gone to rest. 
They aro a newer, higher creation. Buttercups are the 
morning sunshine, dahlias the crimson sunset of the season. 
Nature commences with the soft, light, fairy-work ; devel- 
opes into a riper, fuller beauty ; closes in the grand, glo- 
rious. The Spring flowers were pretty—they were the 
first joyous outbreak of earth’s returning vitality. The 
Summer flowers were beautiful—they were the putting 
forth of her maturer life. The Autumn flowers are gor- 
geous—they are the outgrowth of her richest juices. The 
plant longest in developing gives the fairest blossoms. 

So is life. Childhood is bright, joyous, fairy-like, deli- 
cate. With womanhood, or manhood, comes a higher beau- 
ty. But oh! how glorious the Autumn flowering of a noble 
character! Perhaps in the Spring-time and Summer of 
life it has not blossomed ; it has stood alone, unattractive, 
unsought, passed by, for the violets and roses—but it has 
been patiently, quietly drawing nourishment from the great 
source, that when the Summer flowers have passed away, 
it may bloom with a deeper, sublimer meaning. 

GERTRUDR. 
THE WHISTLE. 


BY DR. FRANKLIN. 
(From the ‘‘American Preceptor,’’ an old school book, in use 


fifty years ago.) 
When I was a child, at seven years old, says Dr. Franklin, 
my friends on a holiday filled my little pockets with coppers. 


I went directly to a shop where they sold toys for children ; | 


and being charmed with the sound of a whistle, which I met by 
the way, in the hands of another boy, I voluntarily offered, and 
gave all my money for one. 








THE PRINCIPIA. 


tons of men, I thought I met with many, very many, who gave 
too much for the Whistle. 

When I saw one too ambitious of court favors, sacrificing his 
time in attendance at levees, his repose, his liberty, his virtue, 
and perbaps his friends, to attain it, I have said to myself, 
This man gives too much for his Whistle. 

When I saw another, fond of popularity, constantly employing 
himself in political bustles, neglecting his own affairs, and 
ruining them by that neglect, He pays in eed, said I, too much for 
his Whistle. 

If I knew a miser, who gave up every kind of comfortable 
living, all the pleasure of doing good to others, and the esteem 
of his fellow-citizens, and the joys of benevolent friendship, for 
the sake of accumulating wealth, Poor man, said I, you do indeed 
pay too much for the Whistle. 

When I meet with a man of pleasure, sacrificing every laud- 
able improvement of the mind or of his fertune, to mere cor- 
poral sensations, and ruining his health in the pursuit ; Mis- 
taken man, say I, you are providing pain for yourself instead 
of pleasure : you give too much for your Whistle. 

If I see one fond of fine clothes, fine furniture, fine houses, 
fine equipages, all above his fortune, for which he contracts 
debts, and ends his career in prison: Alas! say I, he has paid 
dear, very dear, for his Whistle. 

In short, I conceived that a great part of the miseries of man- 
kind, were brought upon them by the false estimates they had 
made of the value of things, and by their giving too much for 
their Whistles. 

KINDNESS IN LITTLE THINGS. 

The sunshine of life is made up of very little beams, that 
are bright all the time. Inthe nursery, on the play-ground, 
| and in the school-room, there is room, all the time, for little 

acts of kindness, that cost nothing, but that are wort more 
| than gold or silver. To give up something, where giving 
| up will prevent unhappiness—to yield, when persisting will 
| chafe and fret others—to go a little around rather than 

come against another—to take an ill word or a cross look 
quietly, rather than resent or return it ; these are the ways 
in which clouds and storms are kept off, and pleasant sun- 
shine secured even in the humble home, among very poor 
people, as in families in high stations. 
~~ 

LAWYER AND WITNESS. 

A story is told of a very eminent lawyer in this city re- 
ceiving a severe reprimand from a witness on the stand 
whom he was trying to’browbeat. It was an important issue, 
and in order to save his cause from defeat, ir was necessary 








that Mr. A should impeach the witness. He endeay- 
ored to, do it, on the ground of age. The following dialogue 
ensued : 


Lawyer.—“ How old are you ?” 

Witness.—“ Seventy two years.” 

Lawyer.—“ Your memory, of course, is not so brilliant 
vivid as it was twenty years ago, is it ?” 

Witness.—“TI do not know but it is.” 

Lawyer.—“State some circumstances which occurred, 
say twelve years ago, and we shall be able to see how well 
you can remember.” 

Witness.—“ I appeal to your Honor if I am to be interro- 
gated in this manner ; it is insolent !” 

Judge.—“ Yes, sir, state it !” 

Witness.—“ Well, sir, if you compel me to do it, I will. 
About twelve years ago you studied in Judge B———’s 
office, did you not ?” 

Lawyer.—“ Yes.” 

Witness.—“ Well, sir, I remember your father coming 
{nto my office and saying to me, ‘Mr. D., my son is to be 
examined to-morrow, and I wish you would lend me fifteen 
dollars to buy him a suit of clothes.’ I remember, also, sir, 





I then came home, and went whistling all over the house, 
much pleased with my Whistle ; but disturbing all the family. 
My brothers and sisters, and cousins, understanding the bargain 
I had made, told me, I had given four times as much for it, as | 
it was worth. | 

This put me inmind of what good things I might have | 
bought with the rest of the money. And they laughed at me 
so much for my folly, that I cried with vexation ; and the re- |, 
flection gave me more chagrin than the Whistle gave me pleas- 
ure. 

This, however, was afterwards of use to me; the impression | 
continuing on my mind, so that often when I was tempted to | 
buy some unnecessary thing, I said to myself, Don’t give too | ‘i 
much for the Whistle. And so I saved my money. 





that from that day to this, he has never paid me that sum. 


| That, sir, I remember, as though it was but yesterday.” 


Lawyer (considerably abashed)—“ That will do, sir.” 
Witness—“I yeereme it will.” 
ee a ee ee 
CHEWING GUM. 

Trifling as the subject may appear, yet in reality it is of 
importance. If it be of importance to have sound teeth in 
middle life and old age, proper precaution must be used in 
childhood. The habit of chewing gum is like applying 
small air pumps to the bases of the teeth. When the gum 
is separated from the tooth, it forms a vacum between itself 


As I grew up and came into the world, and observed the ac- | the dental nerves. The bad results may not show then 


_ ing, induces an unnatural flow of the humors towards th 





selves immediately, but the boy or girl who indulges in th 
habit, may calculate on having rotten teeth when in th 
prime of life. Nor is this all—the habit, like tobacco-chey. 


mouth, where it must be ejected as saliva. This is baj 

enough when it can be so ejected, but when from sickney 

or other cause, the habit must be discontinued, the resuj 

may be, and no doubt has been fatal. Let young peopl 

and their parents take heed.— Brunswick Telegraph. 
CAUSE AND EFFECT. 

A recent American traveller in Northern Europe ascribes 
the beauty of the Polish women to a proper attention 
their physical education, and says : 

“ We would respectfully remind American mothers that 
in Poland, a period of childhood is recognized. There, girl 
do not jump from infaney to young ladyhood. They ar 
not sent from the cradle directly to the parlor, to dress, sit 
still, and look pretty. No, they are treated as childre 
should be. During childhood, which extends through sey. 
eral years, they are plainly and loosely dressed, and allowed 
to run, romp, and play in the open air. They not loaded 
down, girded about, and oppressed every way by countles 
frills and superabundant flounces, so as to be admired for 
their much clothing. Nor are they rendered delicate and 
dyspeptic,by continual stuffing with candies and sweet cakes, 
as are the majority of American children. Plain, simple 
food, free and various exercise, and abundant sunshine dur. 
ing the whole period of childhood, are the secrets of beauty 
in after-life.” - 





i ee oY 
How to determine what Occupations and Amusements 
are Innocent. 


Ist. No act, business, employment, or amusement can be 
right, the aggregate consequences of which are found to be 
injurious to the morals. 

2d. If the effects on the immediate agents who partici. 
pate in any act, business, or amusement, be in general mor. 





ally bad, the act, business, or amusement ought to be aban. 
doned, at once and forever. © 

3d. If the business or amusement occasion needless pain 
or misery to men or animals, as in bull-baiting, circusses, 
cock-fighting, the turf, the sports of the amphi-theatre and 
the like, the business or amusement ought to be abandoned. 

4th. Amusements which are found to exact heavy outlays 
of time and money, ought to be discountenanced, because 
they engender idleness, profligacy, pauperism and crime. 

5th. If any business or amusement be of doubtful propri- 
ety, no soundly-indoctrined Christian heart can consistently 
give it countenance or support. 
iacareniaeiiienta title: iii 
THE VALUE OF A SMILE. 

Who can tell the value of a smile? It costs the giver 
nothing, but is beyond price to the erring and relenting, 
the sad and cheerless, the lost and forsaken. It disarms 
malice, subdues temper, turns hatred to love, revenge to 
kindness, and paves the darkest paths with genfs of sunlight. | 
A smile on the brow betokens a kind heart, a present friend | 
an affectionate brother, a dutiful son, a happy husband. It | 
adds a charm to beauty, and it decorates the face of the de- | 


deform. 
a 


Important GeoLocicat Discovery.—At the last meeting | 


discuss matters relating to Geological Science, Mr. I. A. | 
Lapham announced the discovery of rocks near Milwaukee, } 
equivalent in age to the Old Red Sandstone of Europe 
(Denovian), and containing remains which he exhibited of 
those strange extinct fishes, about which Hugh Miller dis- 
coursed so eloquently, and soell. These remains do 
show the entire fish, but consist of fragments of bone, teeth, 
a finor paddle, with portions of the tuburculated skin or 
shagreen. The rock lies above those of the Niagara groups, 
(Silurian) and is the newest of the rock formations Proper 
yet discovered in Wisconsin.— Wis. Free. Dem. 
>= > <4 

WRITINGS OF WILLIAM GOUDELL. | 

For sale at the office of the Principia : 


DEMOCRACY of CHRISTIANITY, 2 Vols.,..............0ceccecees $1 50 
SLAVERY AND ANTI-SLAVERY (History of) GAGs sdadcesun $1 00 
AMERICAN SLAVE CODE, 1 Vol., sak $0 75 


TERMS CASH. 
DP. D. NICHOLSON, PRINTER, 199 WILLIAM STREET, NEW YORK. | 











| and the tooth, and the consequence is a violent strain on 
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